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what on the lines of the resolution of the Jurists' Conference
(Juristentag) of 1904." The resolution here referred to affirmed
the opinion that " State intervention is indispensable for the
purpose of checking excessive increases of price and of conferring
upon the working classes an equal right of coalition and an equal
legal status to those enjoyed by the organisations of employers/5
The counter measures most commonly advocated may now be
briefly summarised. It will not have escaped attention that
most of the criticism directed against the syndicates really
relates only to the policy pursued by one of their number, the
Westphalian Coal Syndicate, which affects the public as con-
sumers most immediately, and the remedial measures proposed
nearly all proceed from this standpoint.
(1)   The first demand is that the fullest light of publicity shall
be thrown upon the operations of the syndicates, for it is held
that only on that presupposition will public opinion be brought to
bear upon them effectively  and   the   State   be   able  to adopt
timely action should  the syndicates abuse their  power  when
circumstances are favourable.    It is accordingly proposed that
the syndicates shall henceforth be required to work in the full
light of day; that all their statutes, regulations, and conventions,
and all resolutions modiiying them, shall be published, together
with yearly accounts of revenue and expenditure, prepared in
greater detail than is the case with ordinary public companies *
The statutes of all syndicates are first to be submitted to the
Imperial Government for approval.    It is significant that in a
recent issue of the Deutsche Wirthschaftszeitung, Dr. H. Voelker,
who was formerly a member of the directorate of the Steelworks
Union, and who can therefore judge of the syndicates from within,
urged that  these  combinations should  be  brought  under  the
systematic control of the State, yet with a distinct voice in their
own regulations.    It is not very encouraging to find Dr. Voelker
adding the  admonition that  the present  Cartell  Commission
should be made permanent, since only by that means will the
Government   be  able  to   cultivate  the   close touch  with   the
syndicates and their conductors which he regards as desirable in
the public interest.
(2)   All the critics of the syndicates agree in the demand that
where these bodies are known to be manipulating the market or
improperly exploiting a condition of scarcity, the Government